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Overview

The 2017 State of the Field (SOF) Survey was developed by The Forum on Education Abroad’s Data Committee and
Forum staff. The 2017 SOF builds on the knowledge base of the previous six surveys in 2006, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2013, and
2015. The SOF Survey highlights the current trends of education abroad in the United States and overseas by providers
and institutions, and offers evidence-based information for the planning and development of future study abroad
programs. A total of 264 providers/institutions completed the surve¥ out of 768 member representatives (34% response
rate). Roy Y. Chan contributed to the data analysis and publication of the 2017 SOF Survey report.

Results
NUMBER OF STUDENTS ABROAD FROM U.S. INSTITUTIONS, 2016-2017 HAVE ADVOCATED FORTHE FOLLOWING WITHIN YOUR U.S. INSTITUTION?

Improving policies to support education abroad
Increasing faculty engagement in education abroad

Building new alliances with internal and external stakeholders

427
354
- Increasing staffing or professionalization of existing staff
Private Increasing/improving evaluation of impact of education abroad

U.S. Institutions U.5. Program Providers Overseas Institutions &

Organizations Ending policies that are detrimental to education abroad
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TOP CONCERNS IN EDUCATION ABROAD, 2016-2017

Assessing your programs/operations based on the Standards

None of the above | 1%

Crisis and risk management

Need for better funding for students 35% 48% PROGRAM OFFERINGS BY U.S. INSTITUTIONAL TYPE

Adequate preparation of students
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Supporting underrepresented students 45% 45% 88% 91%
83% 83% o
79%
Academic quality % 3 68%
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Current political dimate % 41%
Program costs and rising costs % %
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study programs (> 8 weeks) programs (< 8 weeks) sojourns programs one special course
General health and safety 49% E) developed for
Curriculumintegration 4% 2% M Private Institution M Public Institution Educsﬂzzslzruad
el s 5 e ) SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED BY PROVIDERS/INSTITUTIONS
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50%
Fears of terrorist attacks abroad 44% 12% 1% 37%
30%
Parentinvolvement 32% 11% as 9% 14% 22%
W Veryunconcerned M Somewhat unconcerned M Neutral B Somewhat concerned M Very concerned [ ] 0%
Affiliated instituti Affiiliated instituti Individual students who  Institutions based No scholarships offered Oth
DID STUDY ABROAD PARTICIPATION INCREASED IN THE LAST YEAR? (students atencing _ (students attending any  apply drectly toyour the number of students “
your programs) program of the organization they send on your
institution's choosing) programs

44%

m U.S. Program Providers m Overseas Institutions and Organizations

% % EVALUATION PROCESS OF STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS

27%

Analyze and review student evaluations £ 61% 19% 15%
Conduct a site visit  ZEAS 39% 48% 8%
0% 0%
U.S. Institutions U.S. Program Providers Overseas Institutions & Organizations Participate in a regional group that
shares information about programs R 3 28 AR
mYes, signficantly  mYes, slightly mRemained aboutthe same  m Decreased  m Just began actively trying
Review academic work completed
P 1% 16% 9% 17% 36% 26%

by students on the program

HAVE IDENTIFIED LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR EDUCATION
ABROAD PROGRAMS BEYOND DISCIPLINE-SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE Reviewall correspondences and written materials - [SHIN 25% s0% 19%

(e.g., student handbooks, course booklets)

Survey on-site faculty and liaisons
B Yes, completed, 21%

B Qverall, but not for specific programs, 24%

\ Survey our faculty §EA
B For some programs but not all, 15%
M Not yet but in progress, 25%
® Notatall 12% Survey students  L73
= N/A, 3%

® Mid-program  m After program  m Annually mPeriodically mAsneeded m Never
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